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INTRODUCTION

Over the past two decades occasional records of
Noctules have been reported from Lothians and
Borders. Often they have been assumed to be
vagrants, or isolated individuals, though sites such as
the Dryburgh Suspension Bridge over the River
Tweed have been known to be fairly reliable for
Noctule sightings for several years.

This contrasts with published distribution maps (see
left), which until recently showed little or no records
for this species.

STUDY

This year | set out to try and map the distribution of
Noctules in SE Scotland. Firstly existing records were
gathered from Biological Records Centres and wildlife
groups and from bat-workers and consultants active
in the region.

| followed the lead of John Haddow and Jerry

CONCLUSION

It would be easy to believe that these records
create a picture of a species spreading north due
to global warming, but it seems more likely that
they reflect a species which is doing well in the
Borders region and expanding slowly into the
Lothians.

Herman, who, when they produced the Scottish Bats
atlas in 2000, decided it was safer to treat second-
hand records as Nyctalus sp., due to the low level of
experience distinguishing Noctules in the region.

These records created an intriguing picture of a
species which is widespread yet rarely recorded.
Possibly this reflects the low number of bat-workers
active in the region and the relatively recent
development of techniques which allow large
numbers of bat records to be gathered efficiently.

During 2008 | carried out passive monitoring surveys
using Anabats, as well as a number of car surveys
across the Borders. Many people also contributed
Mammals of the British Isles (Mammal Society)| records via a link in my website. The map below

2008 shows the results of this work.
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Thanks to the following people and organisations, w hose records are included

Scottish Borders Biological Records Centre, Lothians Wildlife Information Centre, Berwick-on-Tweed Wildlife Group, Stuart Smith, Kate Barlow, John Haddow, Natalie Taylor, Dougie McKenna, Carol-Ann
Hodgson, Nigel Terry, Les Cook, C. Green, Peter Leach, M. Scott, Pete Reynolds, Keith Robeson, Jon Mercer, T. Mercer, Sarah Eno, Will Murray, Anna Craigen, Graeme Wilson Keith Cohen &Gregg Corbett.
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